
Project #4 
For this project, you will choose to take on the role of either an artist or an art historian. You will create 

either a work of art or write a detailed biography of an artist. You may choose art or artists from the 
Medieval, Renaissance (Italian or Northern), or Dutch Golden Age. 

Art Ideas:

Create an illuminated manuscript. 
Choose a selection of text to copy, just as a medieval 
monk would have copied sacred texts. Create a detailed 
design for the first word of the first paragraph on the 
page. Design creative borders (remember the knights and 
snails?) to fill the margins around the words. Write neatly 
in your best handwriting!

Create a book of hours. 
Choose a text to illustrate. It does not have to be religious, 
even though these books were typically filled with 
prayers. Fold your paper in half and illustrate the scene on 
one side. Copy the text neatly on the other side and 
decorate the border. 

Artists: 

Michelangelo
Leonardo da Vinci
Raphael
Donatello
Brunelleschi
Botticelli

Jan Van Eyck
Hieronymous Bosch

Rembrandt
Johannes Vermeer

Pretend you are an art historian 
and choose an artist to feature in 
an article published by you. 

This must be in your own words 
although you can reference what 
other people have said about the 
artist. Make sure you use quotes 
to give credit to another author’s 
words!

Decide why this artist is important 
to art history and give examples 
to support your decision using 
facts from the artist’s life, 
accomplishments, and influence 
on art. Include pictures of 
important artworks you mention. 



How will it be graded?
Artwork: 

1. Fills entire page (at least 8 x 10 paper). 
2. Fully colored and detailed design. 
3. Neatly drawn and colored. 
4. Accurately represents the style of artwork 

selected for the project. 
5. Brief written description (on back or 

separate paper): Why did you choose this 
style of art? What did you add to represent 
your own creativity/personality? 

Art History Article: 

1. Accurate information - use notes and good 
sources!

2. No plagiarism - if you use another writer’s 
words from an article or if you quote 
something from a video, you MUST put it in 
quotation marks and give the source credit. 

3. Must be at least one page in length, 
double-spaced, 12-point font (Times New 
Roman). 

4. Must include at least one picture of the 
artist’s work, which is mentioned in the 
article. 



Artwork Examples




